
BOB'S BURGERS

GONE QUACKERS

ACT ONE

FADE IN:

EXT. BOB'S BURGERS - DAY

Louise leans against the wall in the shade, sipping a soda, 
while Gene sweats in the sun in his burger outfit.

LOUISE
That's it, just keep pacing back 
and forth aimlessly. Work it, 
chump!

GENE
Can't I just go inside now?

LOUISE
It's not my fault you're the burger 
and I'm the cool beans. I'm just 
here to supervise.  But if you want 
to make a deal...

Gene wipes his face with his forearm, but then his arm drips 
with sweat.

GENE
I'm frying in grease like an actual 
burger. I'd do anything for a glass 
of ice and a martini. In that 
order.

LOUISE
(Slurps drink loudly)

How about this: I'll hook you up 
with a cold beverage in exchange 
for all of your allowance this 
week.

GENE
You're despicable.

LOUISE
It's just good business practice, 
but I won't expect your puny brain 
to comprehend my genius. I'd make 
do with a simple thank you.

GENE
Don't forget the ice! Ooo, and one 
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of those little olive thingies!

Louise turns to go inside and tosses her empty soda can over 
her shoulder at him. It hits him in the head.

GENE
Ow!

INT. BOB'S BURGERS - KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Louise enters the kitchen and walks past Bob at the sink, 
who is about to wash his hands.

Bob whistles as he turns on the faucet but no water comes 
out. He stops whistling and cranks both knobs all the way. 
Still nothing.

BOB
Huh. That's weird.

He smacks the sprayer with his elbow. Water sprays out 
everywhere, drenching him. He manages to turn off the 
water... But now the sink won't drain.

BOB
Oh come on!

INT. BOB'S BURGERS - DINING ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Teddy eats at the counter while Linda wipes the counter with 
a rag. Bob walks up to Linda, dripping wet. 

BOB
We need some work done around here.

LINDA
Bobby! Why did you take a shower 
with your clothes on? Here, let me 
get you some paper towels.

Linda walks over to the bathroom and opens the door. It 
falls off its hinges at an indecent angle.

LINDA
Oh.

BOB
That's what I'm trying to tell you. 
The sink is acting up, and there's 
also the matter of the sparking 
outlet upstairs in the apartment.
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TEDDY
Sounds exciting.

LINDA
Oh that's nothing to worry about. I 
just stuck a piece of tape over it 
so no one will use it, it's fine.

BOB
It's a safety hazard, Lin. 

LINDA
Just get Teddy to fix it for free 
burgers like he always does.

Teddy pokes his head between them.

TEDDY
I've raised my prices.

BOB
Here we go.

TEDDY
Free burgers and cash. In this 
economy, man cannot live on burgers 
alone. I expect to be well paid.

LINDA
Aw, Teddy! You're growing up!

TEDDY
But I still want those free burgers 
too.

Gene runs into the restaurant.

GENE
Louise, where's my martini on the 
rocks? Ugh, I'm done.

He throws off the burger suit, runs up to a barstool and 
flops on it on his stomach, spinning around. The seat falls 
off, dumping him on the floor.

TEDDY
With the amount of work to be done 
around here... It ain't gonna be 
cheap.
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Tina and Louise enter from the kitchen. Louise holds a CUP 
OF ICE.

LOUISE
Sure, Tina, pay me in cash and I'll 
make sure you can get so close to 
Jimmy Junior in Phy Ed class that 
you can smell his big boy 
deodorant.

TINA
Uh, that's not exactly what I-

LOUISE
(throws the ice in Tina's 
face)

It's what you want! Don't deny it! 
Now hand over the dough!

LINDA
Bob, even with Gene the 
Burgermeister standing out on the 
sidewalk every afternoon, business 
hasn't exactly picked up this 
month. How are we gonna pay Teddy 
for all of this work?

BOB
It's fine. We'll just cut the kids' 
allowances.

Louise drops the cup and puts her hands on either side of 
her face, silently reenacting the painting "The Scream."

LINDA
Hoo boy.

EXT. SIDEWALK - DAY

The kids walk dejectedly through town.

GENE
I don't get why Mom and Dad shooed 
us outside.

LOUISE
(darkly)

It's so we don't get in the way of 
their evil machinations. They 
bargain away our livelihoods in 
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exchange for what? Home repair? 
It's despotism, I tell you! 
Despotism!

TINA
Why do you care so much?

LOUISE
I... Uh, it's just the principle of 
the thing. Not like I had plans of 
using my wealth to take over the 
world or anything, ha ha. Hm.

(beat)
Okay maybe a little.

They approach a bakery and see a small crowd of people 
hanging around, blocking the sidewalk and part of the 
street.

TINA
What's everyone staring at?

GENE
I dunno, but if it's not me, then I 
wanna know their secret to getting 
attention!

TINA
(to onlookers)

Excuse me, what's going on?

ONLOOKER
Shh! It's almost feeding time!

GENE
I'm not gonna lie, I like the sound 
of that.

LOUISE
(pushing through crowd)

Feeding time...for...what?

She pops out to the front of the crowd, Tina and Gene right 
behind her. A derpy DUCK waddles across the road and enters 
the front door of the bakery, to the delight of the 
onlookers. A REPORTER takes photos.

LOUISE
(unimpressed)

All this...for a stupid duck?



6.

TINA
Look at its little bird butt.

They watch as the BAKER'S WIFE feeds the duck pieces of 
bread, then cuddles it like a small child.

REPORTER
Ma'am, how did you come by this 
duck?

BAKER'S WIFE
I always wanted children, but then 
we discovered that my husband is 
infertile.

BAKER
These people don't need to know our 
private problems.

The duck QUACKS at him.

BAKER'S WIFE
So when this duckling was abandoned 
by its mother, I took him in under 
my wing, so to speak.

(laughs)
Ever since then, I've thought of 
him as my baby.

TINA
Aw.

GENE
If I had a pet duck, I'd teach it 
magic tricks and go on the road. 

REPORTER
Aren't you worried that the duck 
will wander off?

BAKER'S WIFE
He always comes at this time for 
treats, like the good boy he is. 
But if I'm honest with myself, I 
worry every day that something will 
happen to him. I don't know what 
I'd do if I ever lost my sweetie. 

This gives Louise an evil, scheming idea. She smiles.
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LOUISE
(to Tina and Gene)

Hey guys, uh, this is boring. I'm 
gonna head home.

TINA
Okay, bye.

Louise slips into the small crowd as Gene approaches the 
baker. 

GENE
Have you ever considered a 
professional duck trainer?

The baker ignores him and tries to hear what his wife is 
telling the reporter as they sit at a table.

REPORTER
When did you realize that your 
husband was the infertile one?

BAKER'S WIFE
I always kinda suspected. I mean, 
he's got such a teeny-

BAKER
Eeysh, that's enough questions 
about my body. 

A woman onlooker SCREAMS.

In the middle of the floor where the duck should be is a 
scrap of paper surrounded by breadcrumbs. Tina picks up the 
paper.

TINA
(reading flatly)

The birdbrain is safe. For now. 
Prepare a ransom if you ever want 
to see it again. Ha. Ha. Ha.

The baker's wife faints.

TINA
This is terrible.

GENE
No, this is amazing! A real duck-
napping! And the evidence is right 
there...
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Tina looks down at the breadcrumbs. A trail leads out the 
back door.

GENE
Listen, if we can find the duck, 
imagine how they'll reward us!

TINA
Uhhhh...

GENE
With pastries!

(to baker)
Don't worry, we will quack this 
case!

EXT. ALLEY BEHIND BAKERY - DAY

Louise runs with the duck tucked under one arm. The duck is 
still nibbling on a slice of bread, dropping a trail of 
crumbs behind her.

LOUISE
(gleefully)

You're gonna help me out, 
featherpillow.

The duck just keeps nibbling.

LOUISE
Who would have thought that a duck 
would make me rich? Ha ha ha ha!

She runs around a corner, still laughing, as a few feathers 
fly out behind her.

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE IN:

INT. BOB'S BURGERS - DINING ROOM - DAY

Bob and Linda hold a ladder steady for Teddy as he inspects 
a light fixture.

TEDDY
Hmmm.

BOB
What does that "hmmm" mean? It's 
bad, right?

TEDDY
Let me tell you a joke.

BOB
Oh no, please.

TEDDY
How many Belchers does it take to 
change a lightbulb? Two and a 
Teddy!

He screws in a new lightbulb, and it lights up.

LINDA
That's funny!

BOB
I could have done that!

(to Linda)
I could have done that.

(to Teddy)
We are not paying you to change 
lightbulbs, Teddy.

Outside the front window, Louise runs past toward the stairs 
to their apartment. The three adults stop and stare.

LOUISE
(muffled through glass)

Ha ha ha ha ha!

LINDA
I worry about that kid. If she's 
that happy after her allowance is 
cut-
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Bob sniffs.

BOB
My buns! They must be too hot!

TEDDY
We know, Bob. Don't need to rub it 
in. Not all of us are as well 
sculpted as you are.

BOB
No, I was... Wait, you think I'm 
well sculpted?

He looks down at his stomach and his butt.

TEDDY
There's a lot there, but that's 
just more to love, heh, am I right?

Teddy pats his own stomach.

LINDA
Aww, so sweet.

BOB
(shakes head)

Uh, okay. Thanks, I guess. Anyway, 
I was toasting hamburger buns in 
the oven, but it smells like 
they're burning!

Bob runs into the kitchen. Black smoke billows out.

TEDDY
Oh. Better check your smoke 
detectors while we're at it.

EXT. BOB'S BURGERS - SIDEWALK - DAY

Gene and Tina follow the trail of breadcrumbs. It leads to 
the stairs to their apartment.

TINA
Why would the ducknapper come here?

They look at each other and shrug.

INT. APARTMENT - LOUISE'S ROOM

They follow the breadcrumbs to Louise's door and push 
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inside. Louise is holding the duck and still laughing. She 
stops as soon as she sees them.

LOUISE
This isn't what it looks like.

GENE
You rescued the duck?

LOUISE
(beat)

Yeah, I guess it is what it looks 
like. I saved this poor wittle 
duckie from a terrible fate. He was 
being fattened up for slaughter by 
those despicable bakers.

TINA
But...

LOUISE
Ugh, what is it, Tina? Can't you 
just accept what I say without 
questioning everything?

TINA
Okay. Let's rehabilitate it and 
release it into the wild.

LOUISE
Ah, there you're wrong. We need to 
find a good home for it. This duck 
was raised by humans, it wouldn't 
last a day in the wild.

GENE
Aw, why can't we just keep it as a 
pet?

He holds up his magician's cape and top hat.

GENE
I've always wanted a duck for my 
musical magic act.

Louise snatches the hat out of his hands.

LOUISE
Because Mom and Dad will just 
poison it.
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Tina and Gene GASP.

LOUISE
Didn't you ever wonder why all our 
pets mysteriously disappear? Mom 
and Dad are heartless poisoners and 
we really should sic PETA on them 
sometime for funsies.

INT. BOB'S BURGERS - KITCHEN 

Teddy has pulled out the wiring for the SMOKE DETECTOR. It's 
chewed clean through.

TEDDY
Looks like you got a mouse problem. 
I recommend poison.

BOB
Is that really necessary? They 
haven't caused any serious damage.

LINDA
I just don't have the heart to kill 
the fuzzy little guys.

INT. APARTMENT - LOUISE'S ROOM

LOUISE
I'm glad you're here, actually. I 
need you guys to watch the critter 
while I, uh, go find a home for it.

TINA
(to the duck)

I will treat you as my own child.

LOUISE
(conspiratorially)

Keep it secret. Keep it safe.

The duck QUACKS.

INT. APARTMENT - HALL - CONTINUOUS

Louise slips into the hall and comes face-to-face with 
Linda.

LOUISE
(loudly)

Mo-ha-ha-hom, what are you doing up 
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here?

LINDA
Something funny's going on.

LOUISE
Funny? Ha ha ha!

LINDA
Not that kind of funny. Where are 
Tina and Gene? What are you kids up 
to?

LOUISE
They're around. Let's go back 
downstairs, shall we? Come on, 
it'll be fun!

Linda pushes open Louise's door.

LINDA
What is going on in here?!

Louise jumps in front of Linda, trying to block her from 
entering the room.

LOUISE
I can explain every-

LINDA
Why are there feathers everywhere?

Louise peeks and sees a few duck feathers scattered around 
the room.

LOUISE
We had a pillow fight?

LINDA
All right, but I want you to clean 
up after yourselves. 

LOUISE
Sure, sure, whatever you say, Mom. 
Come on, don't you have to go do 
stuff downstairs, like use up my 
allowance on superfluous luxuries?

Linda shrugs and follows Louise away from the room.
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INT. APARTMENT - LOUISE'S ROOM - CONTINUOUS

As soon as they're gone, Tina, Gene, and the duck emerge 
from under the bed. The duck sheds more feathers.

TINA
Are you hungry?

GENE
Duh, yeah. Secrets always make me 
hungry.

TINA
I was asking the duck.

The duck QUACKS.

INT. APARTMENT - KITCHEN

Tina makes a cheese sandwich and gives it to the duck on a 
plate. When her back is turned, Gene steals the sandwich, 
takes a bite, and stuffs it in his magician hat.

TINA
Wow, I guess he was hungry.

GENE
(mouth full)

Yeff.

TINA
Time for a bath.

GENE
Wha? 

(he swallows)
Absolutely not!

TINA
For the duck?

GENE
Oh.

EXT. ALLEY BEHIND BAKERY - DAY

Louise, disguised with a high-collared coat, fedora, and 
sunglasses, sneaks up on the baker, who is throwing out the 
trash.

LOUISE
(in Batman voice)
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I have my terms.

BAKER
Aaah! 

LOUISE
All right, Mister Cupcake man, you 
will provide one thousand dollars. 
In cash.

BAKER
One thousand! But that's-

LOUISE
I will then return the bird, 
unharmed. Do you agree to these 
terms?

BAKER
No. Absolutely not. I won't...

He looks back at the window into the bakery and sees his 
wife kneading bread, sobbing.

BAKER
(sighs)

She's been crying so much, our 
sweet bread has turned into 
saltdough.

(makes up his mind)
Fine. Where is the exchange to take 
place?

Louise smiles.

LOUISE
It should be neutral ground, a mom-
and-pop hole-in-the-wall place, 
preferably kinda shabby, not with a 
lot of people around. I'm thinking-

BAKER
Bob's Burgers.

LOUISE
(normal voice)

What? No, that's...
(recovers her Batman 
voice)

Sure, Bob's Burgers. Tonight after 
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closing. Come alone.

She walks backwards, fading into the shadows.

LOUISE
I'm watching you, Cupcake.

INT. APARTMENT - BATHROOM

The duck paddles around in the tub as Tina and Gene watch.

TINA
All clean.

She drains the tub. A gross ring is revealed as the water 
goes down. Gene wipes his finger through it.

GENE
What is this stuff?

The duck poops in the tub.

GENE
Oh. You're a pooper trooper.

TINA
I may have a solution. Wait here.

She wraps the duck in a towel and exits the room.

Moments later, Linda and Teddy enter.

LINDA
...Bob also said that our bathroom 
sink might need some work. Gene! 
What did you do to the tub?

Gene wipes his finger on his pants.

GENE
I found it like this!

TEDDY
Oh no. Not good.

LINDA
What? What is it?

Teddy backs away from the tub nervously.
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TEDDY
That looks suspiciously like mold.

GENE
Yeah, mold! That's what it is!

LINDA
Ew. That's the last thing we need!
Well, can you get rid of it?

TEDDY
Nope, I don't do mold. Not after 
the time when I accidentally 
inhaled killer spores and 
hallucinated for weeks about 
bloodthirsty french fries that 
wanted to eat me.

(shudders)
You know I've never been afraid of 
junk food, but that kind of trauma 
could make a guy turn to salad.

LINDA
Fine, I'll just clean it up myself.

Teddy grabs Linda's shoulders in desperation.

TEDDY
No, you really should call a fungus 
expert. 

GENE
A funguspert?

TEDDY
I can give you names if you want. 
My old buddy Corbin has a love 
affair with mold. It's kinda creepy 
actually.

LINDA
I just don't want word to get out 
that we've got a mold problem 
again. Especially not to any health 
inspectors. You know how much 
trouble that would bring.

TEDDY
Don't mess around, Linda. Mold is 
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serious stuff. It will eat your 
house from the inside and attack 
your body and mind so that you 
don't even know what's real 
anymore!

GENE
Oooh, very body-snatchers-esque.

INT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM

The room is a mess. There are feathers everywhere and things 
knocked over. Tina holds the squirming duck, now dressed in 
a cloth diaper.

TINA
Hold still... One more pin.

She clips a safety pin on.

TINA
There.

Gene enters.

TINA
I'm gonna go get some old clothes 
and make a place for him to sleep. 
Can you watch the baby?

GENE
I got this.

As soon as Tina exits the room, Gene whips out his 
magician's hat and cape.

GENE
This is a job for Gene the 
Magnificent!

He looks at the duck, which looks blandly back at him.

GENE
Can you do any tricks?

The duck QUACKS.

GENE
Good. Now for something more 
advanced.
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He picks up a bag and dumps it on the floor, revealing an 
assortment of MAGICIAN'S PROPS, such as a hoop, baton, 
scarves, cards, etc.

GENE
Magic!

He grabs his keyboard and plays a mysterious chord.

GENE
And music!

EXT. BOB'S BURGERS - BACK OF RESTAURANT - LATE AFTERNOON

Louise removes her costume and tucks it all in a hiding 
place behind the dumpster. She removes the fedora, revealing 
her bunny ears underneath it.

Bob steps out with a bag of trash and sees her there.

BOB
Louise, what... What are you doing 
back here?

LOUISE
Plotting your demise.

BOB
You're not still angry about the 
allowance thing, are you?

LOUISE
As much as I'd love to go into 
full-scale revenge mode, I've 
decided to let it slide. You're off 
the hook this time.

BOB
Oh, good. Wait. Why?

LOUISE
I mean, why bother with a puny 
allowance? That's kid stuff 
compared to the business I've got 
lined up.

BOB
(wary)

And what kind of business is that, 
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exactly?

LOUISE
(seriously)

You don't want to know.

She walks away.

BOB
Ha ha.

(beat)
Oh.

INT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM

Gene lays on the floor, playing a one-handed beat on his 
keyboard while conducting with his magic wand. The duck bobs 
its head to the rhythm, then waddles close to Gene and pulls 
a coin from his ear with its beak.

Then the duck tucks the coin under its wing, and ruffles its 
feathers. The coin is gone.

GENE
Wow, you're a fast learner! Can you 
do anything else?

The duck suddenly flaps its wings and a flurry of playing 
cards fly out, right into Gene's awed face.

Gene, excited by his discovery, jumps up on the couch.

GENE
Ladies and gentleman, I'm pleased 
to introduce to the world: Gene the 
Magnificent and his daring duck!

Gene spins around dramatically and gestures to where the 
duck was standing... And it's gone.

LOUISE (O.S.)
Tina? Gene? I'm back!

GENE
(panicked)

Quack!

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

FADE IN:

INT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Louise stands on the couch and shakes Gene by the shoulders.

LOUISE
How could you just lose a duck? I 
trusted you and Tina with the 
birdbrain!

GENE
No, he's a genius!

LOUISE
What are you talking about?

Tina enters, carrying a mound of old clothing that blocks 
her view.

TINA
What's going on?

(drops laundry)
Oh, hi Louise. Have you seen 
Quackers?

LOUISE
Don't tell me you named it... that.

TINA
His full name is actually Duckie 
Bill McQuacken, but he's kind of 
insecure about that.

LOUISE
Fine. Just tell me you know where 
it is!

TINA
I hope Quackers isn't in any 
trouble. He's a good duck, just 
misunderstood.

LOUISE
Argh!

LINDA (O.S.)
Louise!! Young lady get your butt 
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over here!

Louise glares at Gene and Tina. 

LOUISE
Whatever it is, I'm blaming you.

INT. APARTMENT - HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Linda and the kids stand around a suspicious-looking spot of 
duck poop on the floor.

LOUISE
It was Tina and Gene.

LINDA
What is going on here? What is this 
stuff?

LOUISE
Don't worry Mom, it's one hundred 
percent organic.

LINDA
Organic doesn't mean it's okay. 
Mold is organic!

TINA
It must have leaked out of my 
diaper.

LOUISE
Diagram! She means that biology 
diagram. For school, you know?

LINDA
(not convinced)

Where did you find this, Tina?

TINA
Uhhhh... It was Quacker-

GENE
(interrupting)

The crapper. She found it in the 
toilet.

LINDA
Great, it's mold, isn't it? I 
should have known.
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TINA
Actually, I think it's feces.

LOUISE
(covering Tina's mouth)

Fungus! Yeah, you must be right 
mom. It's just harmless mold, 
nothing to worry about.

LINDA
There's no such thing as harmless 
mold in this house. I'd better call 
that specialist Teddy mentioned...

She wanders off, disturbed.

LOUISE
(whispering)

We've got to find that duck!

TINA
(mouth still covered)

Mmm-mmm!

Louise slaps Tina.

LOUISE
No talking back!

INT. APARTMENT - GENE'S ROOM - DAY

Gene looks under his bed, and his magician's hat falls off. 
He pulls out the discarded diaper and holds it between his 
thumb and forefinger.

INT. APARTMENT - KITCHEN

Linda finds that a loaf of bread has been demolished to 
breadcrumbs that are scattered everywhere. She puts her 
hands on her hips and glares at Louise, who runs out of the 
room.

INT. APARTMENT - LOUISE'S ROOM

Louise runs into her room to discover a present of duck poop 
on her pillow. Then she hears a duck QUACKING somewhere 
offscreen.

INT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM

The kids all rush into the living room where the sound is 
coming from, but it's just the laughter of a cartoon duck on 
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the TV. A bunch of feathers is on the couch.

Linda enters the room and Louise quickly blocks her view of 
the feathers.

LINDA
Oh, so I'm dealing with all the 
stresses of life and you're 
watching banal animated cartoons. 
What is this world coming to?

Tina notices the trail of feathers leading out of the room. 
She follows it.

TINA
(quietly)

Quackers?

EXT. BOB'S BURGERS - CONTINUOUS

Tina finds the trail of feathers goes right into the 
restaurant.

TINA
(calling softly)

I'm sorry you felt the need to run 
away. I promise I'll be a better 
mother.

INT. BOB'S BURGERS - KITCHEN

Bob, flipping a burger in the restaurant kitchen, discovers 
a feather floating past his nose. He SNEEZES, then looks 
confused as he sees his kids looking under the tables in the 
dining room. Gene's hat and keyboard sit casually on one of 
the tables.

BOB
What the...

Linda enters the restaurant and also looks under the tables. 
Suddenly she YELLS and bonks her head on the table.

INT. BOB'S BURGERS - DINING ROOM - LATE AFTERNOON

Bob enters the dining room from the kitchen.

BOB
What is going on out here?

LINDA
(as if she's seen a 
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ghost)
It's... It's everywhere!

She points a shaking finger at a spot on the bench seat. Bob 
leans in to look.

BOB
Is that... bird poop?

LOUISE
No, you idiot!!

LINDA
Worse. It's mold!

BOB
Since when is mold worse than-

The bell above the door RINGS, but only Bob seems to notice.  
The MOLD EXPERT, CORBIN, stands in the doorway. He's a 
roundish man with a mushroom-shaped coif and blotchy skin. 
Bob walks over to greet him.

CORBIN
Hi there, I'm a fun guy!

BOB
(not impressed)

Really.

CORBIN
The name's Corbin. I'm from "I'm a 
Fungi" mold removal!

BOB
You would be.

Meanwhile, Linda and the kids are still gathered around the 
"mold" spot.

LINDA
I can't believe it spread to the 
restaurant already! This is 
terrible.

LOUISE
(frazzled)

Seriously mom, calm down!! It's 
just mold!
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GENE
Mold is cool. Like ducks. Bazam!

He plays a THUNDERCLAP sound on his keyboard.

LOUISE
(eye twitching)

Not like ducks, Gene!
(she slaps him)

Ducks will ruin your life!

LINDA
Okay, I think you lost me.

Bob joins them, followed by the mold expert.

BOB
(to Linda)

The moldy fungus is among us.

CORBIN
Actually, I prefer "Fungi Guy."

GENE
Classy.

CORBIN
Can I take a sample?

He puts on a plastic surgical glove and snaps it.

LINDA
By all means, sample away.

Louise blocks him.

LINDA
Get out of the way, Louise. Let the 
nice mold man do his job.

The mold expert tries to go around her. 

LOUISE
No! This sample is contaminated.

CORBIN
With what?

LOUISE
Sweat and burger grease! Look at 
these unsanitary bench seats!
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CORBIN
That won't affect the sample. Here 
just let me-

He feints left and Louise tries to block him, but he 
scurries around the right. He manages to swipe his gloved 
finger through the spot.

The whole family reacts as he sniffs it, raises an eyebrow, 
and then sticks the tip of his tongue out and licks it. 
Louise is furious, Gene is awestruck, Bob and Linda are 
completely grossed out.

LINDA
Ew.

BOB
Now that's just wrong.

CORBIN
I have some bad news. This isn't 
mold.

LINDA
That's bad news?

CORBIN
I'm no ornithologist, but I'd guess 
that it's most likely fecal 
excrement of a liquid-loving winged 
life-form from class Aves.

BOB
So... You're saying you just licked 
duck poop.

LINDA
How did a duck get in here?

LOUISE
(cracking)

When I find that stupid duck, I'm 
gonna wring its smug little neck 
and pluck out all its annoying 
feathers, and cook and eat its 
flesh, then boil its bones and make 
duck soup!

A beat while everyone stares at her.
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TINA
What do you mean? We were going to 
take care of it. You said it was a 
rescue duck.

LOUISE
Yeah, it was gonna rescue me from 
financial ruin!

GENE
What about the baker fattening it 
up for slaughter?

LINDA
Oh brother, will someone please 
explain?

CORBIN
Your kid's a psycho and apparently 
also a ducknapper.

BOB
Thank you for uh, for clearing that 
up.

CORBIN
My pleasure. Now if you'll excuse 
me, I'm gonna go bleach my tongue.

He heads into the restroom.

LINDA
(reproachfully)

Louise, honey, you could have just 
told us you were in trouble.

TINA
She was afraid you'd poison the 
duck.

BOB
Poison? Your mom couldn't swat a 
fly without feeling guilty.

LINDA
It's true.

TINA
(to Louise)

Then what really happened to all 
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our lost pets?

LOUISE
I'm not talking, but if I were, I'd 
blame it on the exotic pets black 
market.

FLASHBACK TO:

INT. APARTMENT - KITCHEN - DAY

Louise nonchalantly holds a wriggling hamster under one arm 
as she talks on the phone.

LOUISE
Yes, he's obviously a rare Syrian 
hamster. I'll have him shipped 
directly to you, but the insurance 
will cost you extra.

GENE (O.S.)
Mom, have you seen Chuckie?

Louise stuffs the hamster in a box.

LOUISE
(quietly)

No, cash only. I'll ship the little 
guy once I receive the payment, and 
not a moment sooner.

END FLASHBACK:

INT. BOB'S BURGERS - BACK TO SCENE

GENE
It was you!

LOUISE
Oh no. No no no no!

TINA
I'm pretty sure it was.

LOUISE
Not that! 

Louise pulls at her pink ears.

LOUISE (CONT'D)
I don't know why he's here, but 
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he's early, the jerk!

BOB
Who's early?

Louise points dramatically toward the door. Just outside, 
about to enter, is the baker.

LOUISE
Mister Cupcake!

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE IN:

INT. BOB'S BURGERS - DINING ROOM - EVENING

Louise turns to face her family. 

LOUISE
Guys, just let me handle this, 
okay? I've got everything under 
control.

GENE
Sure you do. What are you gonna do 
next, sell your own soul?

LOUISE
Watch it, or I'll sell yours!

The bell RINGS as the baker enters and heads for a table in 
the back of the restaurant, walking right past the family as 
they watch.

He slumps to sit in the bench seat, but suddenly stands up 
again.

BAKER
Uh, great, I just sat in something 
wet and slimy. Hey, can I get some 
disinfectant over here? Also, a 
burger?

LOUISE
No. Just leave.

BOB
Louise, be nice.

LOUISE
Why are you here?

BOB
Oh my God. I'll get you a burger, 
sir. 

LINDA
I'll get the cleanser. Louise, stay 
away from the customers.

Bob and Linda head into the kitchen.
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The baker sighs heavily.

BAKER
I don't even want the duck back. I 
hate ducks.

TINA
Duck?

BAKER
I'm supposed to ransom my wife's 
duck, but I hate that duck.

TINA
Sir, if I may ask, why do you hate 
ducks so much?

BAKER
Just one in particular. He stole my 
life and made me serve him. Now 
it's gonna cost me to get him back. 
It's not right. You know what? I've 
thought about it, and I've decided 
that we'd be better off without the 
duck.

LOUISE
(under her breath)

Whatever, 'cause the duck ducked 
out anyway.

BAKER
What was that?

LOUISE
Hmm? You say something?

GENE
So let me get this straight. You 
didn't want to eat the duck?

BAKER
Why would you say that?

They all hear a QUACK. Louise gets a predatory look on her 
face.

LOUISE
The fugitive speaks! Where is the 
little bugger?
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Linda and Bob re-enter the dining room. Bob holds a burger 
on a plate. They look around the room

LINDA
Did you hear that?

The baker quickly scoots toward the door.

BAKER
I'd better get going, then. Enjoy 
your duck, I mean day! Enjoy your 
day!

He turns to go out, but runs smack into his wife as she 
enters.

BAKER
Honey Bun! What are you doing here?

BAKER'S WIFE
I could ask you the same thing!

BAKER
You go first.

LINDA
This is fun! Who will spill their 
guts, and who will lie to protect 
their deep, dark secrets? Find out 
this week on "Burger Dreams."

BAKER'S WIFE
I followed you when you snuck out 
this evening. I should have known 
you were sneaking snacks! But 
burgers?

LINDA
Ooh busted.

BAKER
What? No, it isn't-

They hear another QUACK.

LOUISE
Gah! Where is that wriggly 
birdbrain?!

Gene looks at his magician hat on the nearby table. It 
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twitches.

GENE
My finest hour...

Gene reaches into the hat and pulls out the duck, who is 
nibbling on the cheese sandwich he'd stuffed there earlier.

The entire family is surprised by this. Gene plays up the 
drama by holding the duck aloft and bowing with a flourish.

Louise SCREAMS.

LOUISE
Nothing to see here, it's all an 
illusion! You can go now, goodbye!

She tries to grab the duck, but it flaps its wings in her 
face and bites her hand.

LOUISE
Ow! Duck you, vile beast!

The baker's wife runs up and snatches the duck away out of 
Louise's reach.

BAKER'S WIFE
My baby! 

(to baker)
Sweet Cakes, did you come all the 
way over here to get our duckie 
back? What a wonderful thing to do!

She plants a big kiss on his cheek, turning his scowl into a 
sappy grin.

BAKER
Of course, Honey Bun. I'd do 
anything for you... And your duck.

BAKER'S WIFE
(touched)

Ooooh.

Louise stares aghast at the happy reunion.

LOUISE
I've been outfoxed? By a duck?!

TINA
I guess that's the way the bread 
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crust crumbles.

LOUISE
Hey, what's the reward for finding 
your duck? I mean, my brother and 
sister and I snatched it out of the 
cruel hands of the evil ducknapper 
to bring it back to you. We deserve 
compensation.

BAKER'S WIFE
Oh, I could never repay you for 
finding my lost duckie.

She kisses the top of Louise's head, then squeezes her 
cheeks.

BAKER'S WIFE
But to show our gratitude, each of 
you can come in and pick out a free 
pastry!

GENE
All my dreams are coming true!

LOUISE
(through squished cheeks)

Humiliating.

The baker and his wife exit the restaurant, the duck peeking 
over the wife's shoulder.

TINA
Goodbye, Quackers. I hope one day 
you will learn to love yourself as 
you are. Go, grow up to be a swan 
if you want. Nothing can stop you 
now. Nothing!

LOUISE
Oh brother.

LINDA
You kids have a lot of cleaning up 
to do.

LOUISE
How much will you pay me for it?
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LINDA
How about the satisfaction of a 
clean house and a happy mother?

LOUISE
Tempting, but I think you can do 
better.

Corbin exits the restroom.

CORBIN
I know there's no mold, but I still 
need payment for my time.

LOUISE
Get lost, fungus freak.

BOB
(sighs)

Well, I guess we can always dip 
into the kids' allowances next 
week, too...

He looks pointedly at Louise.

LOUISE
That won't be necessary! I'll 
reform! I'll clean this whole 
place! I'll scrub these floors with 
my penitent tongue!

(on knees)
Whatever you do, just don't take 
away my financial freedom!

EXT. BOB'S BURGERS - EVENING

The baker and his wife walk down the street. The baker puts 
his arm around his wife's shoulders.

The duck, looking over their shoulders, gets the last QUACK.

FADE TO BLACK.

END OF SHOW


