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EXT. MOUNTAIN FOREST - WINDING PATH - DAY

STEVEN and CONNIE walk along the path, playing a game of 
Rock, Paper, Scissors. 

STEVEN
Rock, paper, scissors!

Connie forms scissors with her fingers. Steven forms paper.

CONNIE
Aha! I win again!

STEVEN 
Nu-uh!

He makes a BUBBLE SHIELD around himself. 

STEVEN
Your scissors can't cut through my 
paper’s super-shield!

CONNIE
(laughing)

That's not part of the game!

PEARL, walking ahead of them, stops in the path, and they 
bump into her back.

PEARL 
All right, you two. We're not here 
for you to mess around.

CONNIE
I still don't understand why we had  
to come all the way out here to do 
sword training. If my mom knew 
about this-

STEVEN
Yeah! What's wrong with where we 
always practice?

PEARL 
Well, Steven, I just thought you 
would both like to see one of the 
places I used to train with your 
mother.

STEVEN
My mom came here? Then why is it so 
spooky?

They look around at the beautiful forest, and a bird SINGS a 
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lovely tune.

PEARL 
(Confused)

Spooky..?

Steven steps closer to Connie.

STEVEN
I don't know, something just feels 
funny about this place. I can't put 
my finger on it... Ooh, look! 
Flowers!

Connie and Pearl exchange amused glances as Steven rushes 
forward to smell some PINK FLOWERING BUSHES.

PEARL
(pleasantly surprised)

Rose must have planted those.

STEVEN
Still, I feel like we're just going 
in circles. Didn't we see these 
flowers already?

Pearl tenderly touches one of the pink flowers.

PEARL
I don't think so, Steven. I think 
I'd remember these.

STEVEN
(pointing uphill)

Are we going up there? Why don't we 
just walk straight up the hill 
instead of following this trail?

CONNIE
I'd love a good mountain hike!

PEARL
This path is the only sure way to 
the ancient practice ring. We won't 
get lost if we stay on the path.

Pearl keeps walking down the path. Connie shrugs and follows 
her.

STEVEN
Why do I have the feeling that we 
also won't get anywhere new?
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EXT. MOUNTAIN FOREST - WINDING PATH - LATER

Ahead, the path is overgrown with plants so that it is too 
narrow to continue.

PEARL
Hmm, that's funny. I don't remember 
all these shrubs being here.

STEVEN
I'll add it to my map!

He pulls out a NOTEPAD and BLACK MARKER. 

STEVEN'S MAP -- a sketchy line meandering in no discernible 
direction, surrounded by doodles of Pearl, Connie, and 
Steven. He adds a tangle of "vines" with a flourish.

PEARL
(Sighing)

I'm not getting my notepad back, am 
I?

STEVEN
Nope.

CONNIE
Come on, help me clear some of this 
away.

Connie draws her SWORD from its sheath, then slices through 
some vines. Pearl and Steven join her in clearing the plants 
away from the path. Connie reaches into one of the bushes.

CONNIE
Hey, what's this?

STEVEN
Hang on, maybe don't-

Connie pulls out a large pink FLOWERBUD. It glows from 
within and then shoots out a large CLOUD OF PINK POLLEN, 
causing them to cough and close their eyes.

As the pink cloud clears, Steven opens his eyes. They are 
walking up the hill again.

CONNIE
Hey Steven, are you ready?

Steven looks around, confused. Connie holds out her fists, 
ready for their game. He shakes it off and grins. 

STEVEN
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Uhh...
(Then)

Yeah! Rock, paper, scissors!

Connie forms Scissors, Steven forms Paper.

STEVEN
Aw, again?

CONNIE.
Again? This was our first game...

STEVEN
It was? Huh, well it doesn't matter 
because...

(He bubbles himself)
Scissors can't cut through paper’s 
shield!

Connie LAUGHS.

PEARL
All right, you two. We’re not here 
for you to mess arou-

STEVEN
(suspicious)

Now I know I've been here already. 

PEARL 
(Doubtfully)

I don't think any of the other gems 
would have taken you here. It's 
where I-

STEVEN
You trained here with my mom.

PEARL
(Taken aback)

Er, yes that's right.

STEVEN
It's like everything we’re saying 
and doing is an echo or something!

CONNIE,
Like déjà vu? I've had that feeling 
before. My mom says it's- hey, look 
at that!

She points at a pink flower and it spits out a cloud of pink 
pollen.
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And they're suddenly back at the beginning, playing rock, 
paper, scissors again. 

STEVEN
Rock, paper...

(He squints at their 
hands)

Waaaait a minute.

On his back of his hand is scribbled a flower and a frowning 
face.

STEVEN
Bad flowers?

CONNIE
What are you talking about?

Steven holds up his hand to show her.

STEVEN
Did you draw this?

CONNIE
It must have been you. Look, you're 
still holding the marker.

Steven holds up his other hand, which is holding a black 
MARKER.

He looks around and sees some vines on a nearby tree with 
some of the pink flowers. 

STEVEN
I'm watching you, flowers! No funny 
business!

He walks backwards right into a STATUE of himself made of 
ROCKS and STICKS, with marker-drawn details.

STEVEN
Oh!

Connie sees the statue and the two of them inspect it.

CONNIE
Is that supposed to be you?

STEVEN
Hello, Sticks-and-Stones Steven! 
What are you pointing at?

They look in the direction that Stick Steven is pointing.
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CONNIE
Back the way we came?

Pearl joins them.

PEARL
What's taking you two so lo- oh! 
Did you make that, Steven?

Steven shrugs and shows his hands.

STEVEN
I don't remember making him, but 
the splinters in my hands say 
otherwise.

PEARL
Well, enough lallygagging.

STEVEN
But-

CONNIE
So, tell me more about this place, 
Pearl.

PEARL
Well for one thing, it wasn't 
always this overgrown...

They wander off ahead, and Steven stares at the Steven 
statue.

He takes a step forward, and he's pulled up by a rope around 
his foot. He dangles, upside down, and a piece of paper 
falls into his hands.

STEVEN
(reading)

Hi Steven, this is Steven. I have 
reason to believe that this forest 
is messing with us, so please take 
Pearl and Connie and get out now.

Steven's eyes get wide. He flails until he falls back to the 
ground. He grabs a stick and starts scratching in the dirt. 

STEVEN
I knew it! I've got to get their 
attention before-

A pink flower sprays him with pollen.

He wakes up walking behind Pearl and Connie. He stops and 
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looks down at the path.  

Scratched into the dirt is a message: TURN BACK. 

STEVEN
Uh guys?

Pearl turns and looks at him, then trips over a rock in the 
middle of the path. She flails and catches her balance, only 
to walk into a branch covered in bits of paper. 

PEARL
What is going on here?

She pulls a paper off the branch and reads it.

PEARL
It says this place is haunted by 
pizza monsters. Oh, Steven, this 
was you, wasn't it? Very funny.

She resumes walking.

Connie looks at the message in the road that Steven is still 
pointing at.

CONNIE
No, Pearl, I'm starting to feel 
funny about this place, too. Are 
you sure we didn't already come 
this way?

STEVEN
Yeah, something funny's going on. I 
don't think we're any closer to the 
top than when we started.

Pearl, still walking, waves a hand dismissively.

PEARL
Nonsense. We're almost there. Come 
on, now just around the bend here-

She walks into a pink cloud of pollen.

Pearl walks out on the other side of the cloud, then stops. 
Steven follows a moment later.

PEARL
Hmm. Wasn't Connie going to come 
with us today?

They look around, but she's gone.
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STEVEN
Aw, and I wanted to beat her in 
Rock, Paper, Scissors!

EXT. MOUNTAIN FOREST - WINDING PATH - LATER

Pearl and Steven walk tiredly up the hill.

PEARL
You know, I used to come here-

STEVEN
With my mom.

PEARL
(surprised)

That's right!

He down and sees many arrows scratched into the dirt.

STEVEN
Hey Pearl, let's get off this path. 

PEARL
Don't be silly, we're perfectly 
safe as long as we follow the path.

Pearl brushes aside some vines, and they move to surround 
her.

STEVEN
Look! It's the flowers!

PEARL
What on earth are you talking 
about, Steven? There's no-

A flowering vine snakes out behind her and prepares to spray 
pollen.

STEVEN
Look out!

Steven bubbles himself just as the pollen sprays. It can't 
penetrate his shield, but it gets Pearl. She walks away down 
the path, as if sleepwalking. Steven follows. He tries to 
grab her hand, wave his arms in front of her eyes, etc.

STEVEN
Pearl? Pearl, wake up!

But Pearl just keeps walking.
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STEVEN
Okay, that's it, I've got to get us 
out of here!

He grabs her arm and pulls her off the path to go straight 
up the hill. 

EXT. MOUNTAIN FOREST - STONE ARCH - DAY

Steven, sweating and exhausted, holds onto Pearl's arm as he 
clears the top of the hill. Then he catches his breath as he 
looks back down. The path goes in a circle all around the 
hill.

STEVEN
I knew we were going in circles!

Pearl shakes herself awake, and realizes where she is.

PEARL
Oh! We're here!

They're in front of a stone arch with a clearing beyond. 
It's covered in vines with the same pink flowers.

STEVEN
Okay, listen: those pink flowers 
spray pink pollen and makes you 
forget stuff!

PEARL
How do you know you've forgotten, 
then?

STEVEN
Because I can just feel it. Like 
when you told me that you came here 
with my mom. I already kind of 
knew.

PEARL
That's strange. I don't remember 
telling you about that. 

STEVEN
That's because you got poofed with 
forget powder!! We've got to find 
Connie and get out of here!

He stops walking, while Pearl keeps going.

PEARL
Connie was with us?
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(beat)
I wonder if this is caused by some 
sort of gem fragment or if it's a 
paradoxical time anomaly? Did you 
happen to see where the flowers 
were growing from...

She turns and sees that Steven has disappeared.

PEARL
Steven?!

A VINE approaches her, and she pulls out her spear, slicing 
through it and spinning around to fight off the other 
flowering vines that attack her.

PEARL
Steven!

She's quickly covered with vines. A pink cloud of pollen 
envelops her.

INT. BEACH HOUSE - DAY

Amethyst is munching on CHIPS as she lounges on the floor.  
Pearl arrives on the Crystal Temple WARP PAD, looking 
confused.

AMETHYST
Hey. Have you seen Steven anywhere?

PEARL
Steven?

(gasps)
He was with me, wasn't he?!

Amethyst shrugs.

AMETHYST
I asked you first.

PEARL
Oh no! What was I thinking?!

Garnet walks in. 

GARNET
You're back early.

AMETHYST
(amused)

Pearl forgot something important: 
Steven!
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PEARL
I should have listened to him! 
There was something strange going 
on, and I didn't listen!

GARNET
Let's go.

The three of them warp away.

EXT. MOUNTAIN FOREST  - WINDING PATH

The three Crystal Gems look at the path, now completely 
covered with the flowering vines.

AMETHYST
Wow, Pearl, you really let this 
place go!

PEARL
Rose must have planted these. But I 
don't remember them being so 
overgrown.

GARNET
Hang on. Something's not right.

Garnet puts her hand on the vines.

The vines twitch and come to life, rearing up GIANT POLLEN-
FILLED BUDS that loom before them.

Amethyst and Garnet summon their weapons.

PEARL
Wait, stop!

They look blankly at her.

PEARL 
Something's telling me we'll just 
end up going in circles if we try 
to fight it.

GARNET
(lowering her fists)

You want to run away.

PEARL
No...

Pearl looks around. There's an arrow scratched into the 
dirt, pointing off the path.
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PEARL
There! We should get off the path!

The three of them dive off the path into a gap in the vines. 

They are immediately stuck in a thorny bush.

AMETHYST
What a brilliant idea! Now the 
monster vines can have a gem 
buffet!

The giant flowers follow them, prepare to spray the 
pollen...

STEVEN (O.S.)
Rock!

A small rock flies up and smacks one of the buds, deflating 
it like a balloon.

Steven ducks and rolls through the undergrowth. Then he pops 
up and throws a PAPER AIRPLANE (made from his map) at one of 
the buds.

STEVEN
Paper!

Connie comes flying out of the treetops, sword raised high. 

CONNIE
(yelling)

Scissors!!

She slices through the vines in a dramatic slash.

Both Connie and Steven land dramatically in front of the 
gems, armed with sword and shield, respectively.

Pearl uses her spear to cut herself free of the thorn 
bushes.

PEARL
Steven! I'm so sorry I left without 
you! 

STEVEN
Psh. We managed to get free, didn't 
we? I knew you'd figure it out 
eventually. You just had to listen 
to your gut.

PEARL
That's disgusting.
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Amethyst jumps on the fallen flower buds like a trampoline. 

CONNIE
So what is this stuff, anyway? 

AMETHYST
I don't know, but it sure is 
bouncy!

GARNET
Found it.

Garnet pulls aside some limp vines to reveal a green gem 
shard.

PEARL
I should have known!

GARNET
Not your fault. This kind can be 
tricky.

She then bubbles the shard safely away.

PEARL
We should check the ruins to make 
sure they're clean. Don't want 
anyone else stumbling into this 
mess.

But as Amethyst jumps on the bud, it collapses and a cloud 
of pink pollen poofs up around them.

EXT. MOUNTAIN FOREST - WINDING PATH

All of them are back at the beginning, standing on the path.

GARNET
It's getting late. We should head 
back.

STEVEN
Aw, but I wanted to see the place 
Pearl trained with my mom!

Pearl looks around and shivers.

PEARL
I don't know, Steven. Something's 
telling me that we should leave. 
I've got a funny feeling about this 
place.
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They turn to go, and we end on a bunch of arrows that all 
point the way they are going.

FADE TO BLACK.
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